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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to applicant's amendment for a Request 
Continue Examination application (RCE) filed on May 26, 2005. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: the language 
"coupled to the vertical angle" (line 16) is not deemed proper. It appears to read 
"coupled to the vertical panel" . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. Claims 17-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Brady (US Patent No. 5,137,044). 

Brady shows and teaches a collapsible structure (see Fig. 20) comprising: a 
vertical panel (47) and an angled panel (42a or 42b), each panel having a foldable 
frame member (47, 42a or 42b respectively) having a folded and unfolded 
orientation, a fabric material (22) covering each the frame member by sleeves to 
form a flat panel when the frame member is in the unfolded orientation, each panel 
being capably collapsed to a small sized by twisting and folding the frame member 
(see Figs. 8-16), wherein each panel having a bottom side being adapted to be 
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contacted and rested on a horizontal surface, and the angled panel (42a or 42b) 
positioned at an angle with respect to the horizontal surface when the structure is 
deployed on the horizontal surface, and the angled panel being hingedly coupled to 
a side of the frame of the vertical panel (47) at an angle such as 90 degrees with 
respect to the vertical panel. 

Regard to claim 18, Brady considered teaching the angled panel (42a or 42b) 
having a top side being hingedly coupled to the fabric of the sleeve on the top edge 
of the frame of the vertical panel. 

* 

Regard to claim 19, the second angled panel (42b or 42a reversibly) 
providing a support panel being also coupled to another side of the vertical panel 
opposite the first angled panel as claimed. 

Regard to claim 20, the vertical panel having a center opening which 
provides an amusement feature allows a person passed therethrough. 

Regard to claim 22, the vertical panel (47) and the angled panel (42a or 
42b) having different sizes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 
3. Claims 17-18 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated 
by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Stewart (UK 
Patent NO. 2,340,516). 
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Stewart shows and teaches a collapsible structure comprising two panels 
each having a loop of foldable frame member (4, 6) having a folded and unfolded 

* 

orientation, a fabric material (24, 26) covering the frame member to form a flat 
panel when the frame member is in the unfolded orientation, each panel being 
collapsed to a small sized by twisting and folding the frame member (see Fig. 1), 
wherein each panel has two sides, the two panels are connected and maintained 
each other at an angel by suitable hinge means at the apex of the sides of the two 
panels, the two panels having a bottom being adapted to rest and contact with a 
horizontal surface (not show), an opening (34) providing an amusement feature on 
the fabric of the angled panel, and a base (32) providing a support panel coupling 
the bottom of two panels separately. Although Stewart does not define the one 
of the two panel being positioned vertically to the horizontal surface when the 
structure is deployed on the horizontal surface, Steward teaches the length of the 
base (32) and the angle between two panels are capably adjusted such that one of 
the panel (4) is capably positioned vertically with respect to the horizontal surface 
and another panel (6) is coupled to the vertical panel at an angle with respect to the 
vertical panel and the horizontal surface (see Fig. 2). Therefore, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have expected applicant's invention to perform equally well 
to provide a collapsible structure of Steward having one panel being positioned 
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vertical and the other panel being adjusted in the angle with respect to the vertical 
panel and rested on the horizontal surface to provide sufficiently support to support 
a collapsible structure being rested on the horizontal surface as claimed since 
applicant has not disclosed that one of the panel must be vertically positioned 
provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 

Regard to claim 22, although Stewart does not define the two panels having 
different sizes, Stewart also does not define the two panels must have same sizes. 
Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have expected applicant's 
invention to perform equally well to very the dimensions of sizes of two panels to 
provide the collapsible structure of Stewart with two substantially different sizes 
of panels as claimed because it has been held that discovering an optimum value of 
a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. 

4. Claims 17- 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Japanese Patent No. 8-57164 in view of Dobberstein (US Patent 

« 

No.5,582,197). 

Japanese reference shows and teaches a collapsible structure comprising two 
panels (2) each having a loop of foldable frame member (5) having a folded and 
unfolded orientation, a fabric material (6) covering the frame member to form a 
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flat panel when the frame member is in the unfolded orientation, each panel (2) 
being collapsed to a small sized by twisting and folding the frame member (see 
Fig. 5), wherein the two panels are coupled and maintained each other at an angel 
by suitable hinge means at the top side of the two panels, the two panels having a 

* 

bottom being adapted to rest and contact with a horizontal surface, an opening (7) 
providing an amusement feature on the fabric of one of the panel, and a base (8) 
providing a support panel coupling the bottom of two panels to maintain the panels 
being angularly coupled together in an predetermined angle when the structure is 
deployed on the horizontal surface. Japanese patent further discloses the angle 
between the two panels would be adjusted, and one of the panels would be 
positioned vertical and another would be positioned angularly to the vertical panel 
(See Fig. 4). Although Japanese does not define two panels having different size 
and one of the two panel being positioned vertically to the horizontal surface when 
the structure is deployed on the horizontal surface, Dobberstein teaches a 
collapsible structure (see Fig. 2 and Fig. 5) comprising a first panel (4) and a 
second panel (9) being angularly coupled together, and a support panel (7) 
connected therebetween, the first panel and the second panel having a frame 
including foldable side poles (50), top and bottom poles (17 or 56). Wherein the 
two panel being hingedly connected together. Wherein the two panels being 
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angularly connected one to another, or could have one panel being positioned 
substantially vertical with respect to a horizontal surface and another being angled 
and coupled to the vertical panel (see Fig. 5). Therefore, it would have been 

■ 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the collapsible structure of Japanese Patent having two panels with 
different sizes and with one panel being vertically positioned on a horizontal 
surface and another panel being angularly coupled to the vertical panel at an angle 
with respect to the vertical panel as taught by Dobberstein for providing the 
structure with an interior area having sufficiently height and width in the deployed 
position as desirable to accommodate various requirement of various applications. 

Citations 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nissen et al. '021, Lee '319 and Taylor '598 teach various structures 
comprising one angled panel being coupled to a vertical panel two panels at a 
suitable angle as similar to the claimed invention. 

Response to Argument 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12-16 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Inquiry Contacts 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Winnie Yip whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6870. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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